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REPORT  OP  THE  LEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEiLTH 
FOR  THE  YEi’iR  1961 


To  the  Chairman  and  Fferabers  of  the 
Umston  Urban  District  Council 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  on  the 
health  of  the  Urban  District  for  the  yean  1961. 


Vital  Sta.tistics 

Full  statistical  information  will  be  found  in  reports 
under  the  relevant  headings  and  shows  that  the  health  of  the 
community  for  the  yean  under  review  has  been  satisfactory. 


Population 

The  census  figures  for  1961  show  a  resident  population 
of  42,9 S3,  an  increase  of  3 >746  over  the  previous  census 
population  token  in  1951* 


Birth  Rate 

The  number  of  live  births  registered  during  the  year 
was  775 >  of  which  407  were  male  and  368  female,  giving  an 
adjusted  birth  rate  of  17.9  per  thousand  of  the  population. 
This  is  above  the  national  average,  which  was  17*4  per  thousand 
of  the  population.  The  number  of  stillbirths  recorded  was 
15  giving  a  stillbirth  rate  per  thousand  total  births  of  19. 
This  is  an  improvement  on  the  rate  for  the  previous  year  which 
was  24.6  per  thousand  live  births. 

There  were  27  illegitimate  live  births  during  the  year, 
the  highest  total  since  the  war  years. 
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Infant  Mortality  Rate 


Fourteen  infants  under  one  year  of  age  died  during  the 
year  giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  18.1  per  thousand  live 
births  v.hich  compares  favourably  with  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales  of  21,4  per  thousand  live  births.  Of  the  14- 
infants  who  died,  9  died  during  the  first  week  of  life,  4  of 
whom  were  born  prematurily. 


Death  Rate 


The  general  death  rate  was  13*2  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population,  representing  a.  total  of  4 59  deaths. 

This  rate  is  slightly  above  the  average  for  England  and  Wales 
which  was  12  per  thousand  population. 

The  main  killing  diseases  were  similar*  to  those  in 
previous  yeans,  namely  diseases  of  the  he  .art  and  circulatory 
system,  and  cancer.  There  were  72  dearths  from  cancer  and  247 
attributable  to  some  defect  of  the  circulatory  system. 

Coronary  thrombosis  accounted  for  91  deaths,  57  of  which  were 
males.  The  ever  increasing  number  of  deaths  from  coronary 
disease  must  be  viewed  with  some  gravity  since,  as  has  been 
pointed  out  on  many  occasions,  it  is  primarily  a  disease  of 
middle  aged  men  very  often  resulting  in  fan  reaching  effects 
on  the  family  unit.  For  this  reason  its  prevention  is  of 
first  importance,  but  unfortunately  this  still  awaits  a 
specific  answer.  It  may  well  be  that  there  is  no  single 
cause  responsible  for  the  condition  and  that  it  is,  as  many 
workers  suspect,  a  concomitant  of  the  affluent  society  in 
which  we  live.  If  this  is  so  its  prevention  obviously  lies 
in  the  avoidance  of  all  excesses  attributable  to  a  higher 
standard  of  living,  viz:-  overeating,  overdrinking ,  over¬ 
smoking  and  too  little  exercise. 

It  has  been  said  by  a  well  known  octogenarian  that  he 
"never  sat  when  he  could  lie,  he  never  stood  when  he  could  sit 
and  that  he  never  walked  when  he  could  ride."  I  should  think 
that  this  is  probably  the  ideal  prescription  for  coronary 
thrombosis,  and  that  the  sage  who  uttered  it  lived  to  a  ripe 
old  age  in  spite  of,  not  because  of,  this  philosophy. 
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Other  causes  of  death  which  ought  to  "be  noted  are 
"bronchitis  which  killed  36  people,  accidents  which  accounted 
for  9  deaths  and  suicide  causing  6  deaths. 


Infectious  Diseases 

The  total  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease 
notified  during  the  year  was  1,147  accounted  for  chiefly  by 
measles  (80l)  and  dysentery  (249). 

There  were  51  cases  of  food  poisoning  and  of  these  45 
were  associated  with  one  outbreak.  This  outbreak,  the  causal 
organism  of  which  was  Salmonella  Typhi-murium,  was  traced  to 
a  shop  in  the  district  selling  cooked  foods.  Of  the  five 
food  handlers  in  the  shop  four  of  them  were  excreting  typhi- 
murium  organisms  in  the  faeces,  and  positive  cultures  were 
obtained  from  a.  variety  of  cooked  meats  in  the  shop.  Swabs 
taken  from  the  meat  slicing  machines  were  also  found  to  be 
positive  on  culture. 

The  infective  organism  was  so  generalised  throughout 
the  establishment  that  the  only  effective  way  of  containing 
the  outbreak  was  to  close  the  premises  for  the  sale  of  food¬ 
stuffs  until  complete  disinfection  had  been  carried  out,  and 
new  food  handlers  free  from  infection  could  be  found.  This 
was  done  with  a.  satisfactory  outcome. 

No  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  the  year, 
and  it  is  now  fourteen  years  since  the  last  case  was  notified 
in  the  district. 


Housing 

During  the  year  a  special  housing  scheme  for  the 
elderly  infirm  was  opened.  This  scheme  built  in  conjunction 
with  the  County  Council  provides  nineteen  homes  along  with 
certain  communal  facilities  for  the  use  of  residents.  There 
is  a  resident  warden  who  undertakes  supervisory  duties  and 
each  accommodation  unit  is  linked  by  a  bell-push  system  with 
the  warden1  s  quarters  in  order  that  she  may  be  summoned  when 
assistance  is  urgently  needed.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that 
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this  type  of  special  housing  accommodation  provides  part  of 
the  answer  to  the  ever  growing  problem  of  maintaining  the 
elderly  in  their  own  homes  and  is  well  worthy  of  considerable 
extension. 

I  should  like  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  help 
I  have  received  from  the  staff  of  the  health  department 
throughout  the  year  and  for  the  valuable  co-opera.tion 
received  from  other  departments. 

To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee, 

I  offer  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  support  and  encouragement 
during  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant. 


W.  SHARPE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY 


Area  (Statute  Acres)...,. . 4,799 

Registrar-General 1 s  estimate  of  resident  population 

mid  1961 .  42,760 

(Census,  196l)... . . 42,983 

(Census,  1951) .  39,237 

Number  of  Occupied  Houses  (31st  December,  1961) , ,  13,983 

Number  of  Unoccupied  Houses  (31st  December,  196l)  142 

Total .  14,125 

Number  of  Private  Dwellings  (Census  196l) . 14,052 

Persons  per  acre,,, . . . . .  8,9 

Number  of  Families  or  Separate  Occupiers  (Census  196l) , .  13,926 

Rateable  Value  (31st  December  1961) . £869,057 

Product  of  Id,  Rate  (31st  ifeirch,  1962) . . . ...,  £3,588 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate . 387  3&1  748 

Illegitimate ..••.•••••....  _  20  7  _27 

Total...  407  775 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  (  adjusted) . .  17-9 


Still  Births: 

M.  F.  Total 


Legitimate .  7  7  14 

Illegitimate . .  _  _ 1  1 

Total...  '7  15 


Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 


19.0 


Deaths  . . . . . .  A59 

Dea.th  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 

(  adjusted) . . . .  13  .2 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  population. . . . .  0 .05 

Deaths  from  Pfegnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion.  . .  1 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  Births . .  1.27 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: 

M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate. .  12  2  14 

Illegitimate..... .  _ -  _ 

Total...  JL2  JL4 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ~per  1,000  live  births....... .  18.1 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age: 

M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate . . .  9  2  11 

Illegitimate .  . -  -  ^  j- 

Total...  _9  _J2  11 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births.........  14*2 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  week  of  age: 

M.  F.  Total 

Legitimate . . •••••  7  2  9 

Illegitimate  . .  - 

Total...  _7  _2  9 

Early  neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live  births...  11.6 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURINGJTKE .PEAR  l$6l 
Registrar-General* s  Classification 


Males 

Females 

Total 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

1 

mm 

1 

2 •  Tuberculosi s ,  other 

- 

1 

1 

3 •  Syphilitic  disease 

1 

- 

1 

4#  Diphtheria 

- 

- 

- 

5#  '.'/hooping  Cough 

mm 

- 

- 

6 .  Meningococcal  infections 

1 

- 

1 

7*  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

- 

- 

- 

8,  Measles 

- 

- 

- 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

- 

1 

1 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

8 

5 

13 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

13 

- 

13 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

- 

8 

8 

13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

- 

3 

3 

14.  Malignant  neoplasm  (other  sites) 

14 

21 

35 

15  •  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

- 

3 

3 

16,  Diabetes 

1 

1 

2 

17*  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

26 

44 

70 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

57 

34 

91 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

- 

5 

5 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

25 

35 

60 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

13 

8 

21 

22.  Influenza 

3 

3 

6 

23  •  Pneumonia 

7 

10 

17 

24*  Bronchitis 

27 

9 

36 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

- 

3 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

1 

3 

27.  G-astritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

2 

1 

3 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

4 

5 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

1 

1 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

1 

1 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  17 

21 

38 

33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

3 

4 

34*  All  other  accidents 

2 

3 

5 

35.  Suicide 

3 

3 

6 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

- 

- 

- 
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All  causes 


230 


229 


459 


ACE  AMD  SEX  INCIDENCE  OP  DEATHS 


Age  at  Death 

Males 

Females 

Total 

under  1 

12 

2 

14 

1  “ 

2 

1 

5 

2-4 

- 

- 

- 

5-14 

- 

1 

1 

15  -  24 

1 

mm 

1 

25-44 

11 

5 

16 

45  -  54 

12 

10 

22 

55  -  64 

56 

35 

91 

65  -  74 

I 

62 

54 

116 

75  and  over 

74 

121 

195 

Totals 

230 

229 

459 
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btfbit  mortality 


URMSTON 

ENGLAND  AMD  WALES 

1 

Infant 

Infant 

Infant 

x  eax 

Deaths 

*'  Mortality  Rate 

*  Mortality  Rate 

1933 

13 

41 

!  64 

1934 

21 

46 

59 

1935 

15 

33 

57 

1936 

22 

47 

59 

1937 

31 

58 

5  8 

1938 

14- 

26 

53 

1939 

27 

48 

50 

1940 

24 

45 

55 

19a 

34 

65 

59 

1942 

34 

63 

49 

1943 

37 

56 

49 

1944 

37 

49 

46 

j  1945 

18 

29 

46 

1946 

21 

30 

43 

1947 

28 

33 

41 

1948 

20 

29 

34 

1949 

21 

31 

32 

1950 

13 

21 

29.8 

11951 

7 

10 

29.6 

1952 

11 

21 

27.6 

1953 

9 

14 

26,8 

1954 

22 

35 

25.5 

[1955 

16 

25 

24.9 

1956 

22 

34 

23.8 

1957 

15 

20 

23  #0 

1953 

11 

l6 

22.5 

1959 

13 

18 

22.0 

I960 

15 

20 

21.7 

1961 

L 

14 

13 

21.4 

514  The  mortality  rates  are  based  on  each  1,000  live  births 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY 


i— 


1 

i 

1 

URMSTON 

1 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES 

Year  1 

J 

i 

j 

Number  of 
Maternal  Deaths 

Maternal 
*  Mortality  Rate 

Maternal 
^Mortality  Rate 

1933  ; 

1 

3.06 

4.23 

1934! 

1 

2.11 

4.41 

1935  ! 

3 

6.32 

3.93 

1936 

3 

6.10 

3.81 

1937 

6 

10.83 

3.11 

1938 

1 

1.79 

3.08 

|  1939 

nil 

- 

2.93 

1940 

2 

3.37 

2.16 

1941 

1 

1.85 

2.23 

!  1942  j 

4 

7.05 

2.01 

|  1943 

2 

2.93 

2.29 

1944; 

2 

2.60 

1.93 

1945 

nil 

- 

1.79 

1946 

nil 

- 

1.43 

‘  1947 

1 

1.18 

1.17 

1 1948 ; 

nil 

_ 

1.02 

:  1949  ■ 

2 

2.91 

0.98 

i  1930  : 

1 

1.57 

0.86 

!  1931 : 

1 

1.62 

0.79 

1952 , 
1953 

nil 

0.72 

nil 

0.76 

;  1954 

nil 

.. 

0.69 

1955 ' 

1 

1.55 

0.64 

!  1936  i 

1 

1.49 

0.56 

!  1957  1 

nil 

0.47 

!  1938  j 

1 

1.42 

0.43 

!  1959 1 

nil 

- 

0.38 

!  I960  j 

nil 

~ 

0.39 

1951  j 

.  1  “rn  •  >»*>•  •%* 

1  ;  1.27 

0.33 

*  The  mortality  rates  are  based  on  each  1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births# 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER,.  19.61 


Site  of  Disease  and  Age  at  Death 


Cancer 
( site) 

At  all 

At  Ages  (years) 

1 

ages 

0  to 

34 

35  to 
44 

45  to 

64 

65  and 
over 

■  1 

Bladder 

3 

.. 

2 

1 

Brain 

3 

3 

Breast 

8  1 

- 

- 

5 

3 

Bronchus 

13 

1 

- 

5 

7 

Carcinomatosis 

9 

1 

3 

5 

Colon 

8 

_ 

1 

2 

5 

Eye 

1 

mm 

mrnm 

- 

1 

Liver 

5 

- 

3 

2 

Nose 

1 

- 

1 

Pancreas 

1 

1 

- 

Rectum 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Spine 

2 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Stomach 

13 

- 

3 

10 

Thyroid 

1 

- 

1 

Uterus 

3 

2 

1 

Totals 

72 

1 

2 

29  i  40 

j 

t 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population......*  1.75 
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Pathological  and  Bacteriological  Examinations 

The  number  of  examinations  carried  out  during  the  year 
was  659,  made  up  as  follows 


Faeces . * . . .  539 

Urine  . . . 47 

Blood .  12 

Throat  Swabs . ...••••••• . .  1 

Milk : - 

Tubercle  Bacilli. . .  Nil 

Methylene  Blue  Test ....•••••• . 4 

Phosphatase  Test 4 

Turbidity  Test . 2 

Ice  Cream. . . . . .  •  •  •  •  20 

Brisket 4 

Carrots . 1 

Coconut. . . 1 

C  ooked  Meat . *  „ .  3 

Frozen  Fruit . . 6 

Froz en  Potatoes . . 5 

Lemon  Sponge ...•••• . 1 

Stewed  Steak.  . . 1 

Synthetic  Cream. 1 
Swimming  Bath  Water  ( Chemical) . 10 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

Consent  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
has  been  received  for  tenders  to  be  invited  for  the  scheme  of 
modernisation  of  Flixton  Sewage  Works  and  there  is  every  prospect 
of  the  work  commencing  sometime  during  1952. 

A  partial  collapse  of  a  chamber  on  the  main  sewer  in 
Trafford  Park  has  emphasised  the  need  for  the  construction  of 
new  sowers  in  that  area.  The  collapse  was  fortunately 
repaired  without  interruption  of  the  flow  in  the  sewer. 

A  further  short  length  of  Crofts  Baric  Brook  has  been 
culverted  and  the  usual  cleansing  operations  ha.ve  been  carried 
out  on  the  various  watercourses  in  the  district. 
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Sanitary  Accommodation  (end  of  i960) 


No*  of  Middens • . . •  • . •••••••#••••  Nil 

!*  "  Privy  Closets*. . .  Nil 

"  n  Pail  Closets* * . •••••••••••  6 

h  u  £)ry  Ashpits( excluding  middens) ...  Nil 

”  11  Movable  Ashbins  for  Eefuoe.  * .  * . , .  14766 

11  ”  Trough  Closets •.••••••••*.•••••••  7 

"  ”  Waste -water  Closets •.••.•••••••••  20 

”  ”  Fresh-water  Closets . **•  14425 

”  ”  Houses  on  Water  Carriage  System..  14125 


Factories 

Under  section  128(3) (a)  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  the 
Medical  Officer of  Health  of  every  district  is  required,  in  his 
Annual  Report  to  the  Council,  to  report  specifically  on  the 
administration  of  and  to  furnish  the  prescribed  particulars 
with  reference  to  matters  under  Parts  I  and  VIII  of  ths.t  Act. 

(Part  i)  One  hundred  and  twenty  visits  were  made  to 
factories  by  the  public  health  inspectors  in  relation  to  the 
provision  and  proper  maintenance  of  sanitary  conveniences 
in  mechanical  factories  and  also  in  respect  of  cleanliness, 
drainage  of  floors,  overcrowding,  temperature,  ventilation 
and  sanitary  accommodation  in  non-mechanical  factories. 

(Part  VIII )  There  were  twenty-three  outworkers  recorded 
during  the  year  under  section  110  of  the  Act,  all  of  whom  were 
engaged  in  the  making  of  wearing  apparel.  All  outworkers’ 
premises  were  visited  by  the  public  health  inspectors  and  found 
to  be  satisfactory.  (See  table  on  page  seventeen). 


Persons  in  Need  of  Care  and  Attention 

Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948  has  the 
purpose  of  securing  necessary  care  and  attention  for  persons 
who  are  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or,  being  aged, 
inform  or  physically  incapacitated,  are  living  in  insanitary 
conditions  and  are  unable  to  devote  themselves,  and  are  not 
receiving  from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 
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If  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  certifies  such  action  to  be 
necessary  the  local  authority  may  apply  to  a  court  of  summary 
jurisdiction  for  an  order  for  the  removal  of  such  a  person 
to  a  hospital  or  other  suitable  place. 

The  National  Assistance  ( Amendment)  Act  1951  speeds 
up  the  procedure  for  obtaining  orders  under  section  47  where 
removal  without  delay  is  certified  as  necessary  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  another  registered  medical 
practitioner. 

The  powers  conferred  are  used  only  as  a  last  resort 
after  sympathetic  persuasion  has  failed  and  official  action 
was  not  necessary  during  the  year. 


RAG  ffLOCK  MD  OTHER  FUIHC-:  INiTElL^S  ACT, ^951 

This  Act  is  designed  to  secure  the  use  of  clean 
filling  materials  in  upholstered  articles  and  other  articles 
which  are  stuffed  or  lined  and  provides  for  the  registration 
of  premises  where  such  filling  materials  are  used  and  for 
the  licensing  of  premises  used  for  manufacturing  or  storage 
of  rag  flock.  Powers  are  given  to  local  authorities  for 
inspection  of  premises  and  sampling  of  materials.  At  the 
end.  of  the  year  the  number  of  registered  premises  was  two. 

There  are  no  premises  licensed  for  the  manufacture  or 
storage  of  rag  flock. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
PART  I 


Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


r 

Number  on 
Register 

Number  of 
Inspections 

Number  of 
Written 
Notices 

— . . 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

Factories  without 
mechanical  p cn;er 

2 

4 

Nil 

I 

Nil 

Factories  with 
mechanical  power 

140 

104 

1 

Nil 

Other  Premises 
under  the  -ct 
(including  works 
of  Building  and 
engineering  con¬ 
struction  hut  not 
including  out¬ 
workers*  premises) 

* 

20 

12 

| 

Nil 

Nil 

- 

Totals 

162  : 

120  j  1 

! 

Nil 

Cases  in  which  Defects  were  Found 


| 

r — -  — 

Number  of  Cases 

Occu-  j 

Reme¬ 

died 

Referred 

piers 

prose- 

Particulars 

Found 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

cuted 

Want  of  Cleanliness 
(Sec.l.) 

- 

Overcrowding 
(Sec. 2.) 

_  f 

- 

I 

mm 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (Sec .3.) 

- 

- 

. 

_ 

Inadequate  ventil¬ 
ation  (Sec.4*) 

mm 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors  (Sec.6.) 

_ 

mm 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
JSec.7.) 

^a)  Insufficient 

- 

- 

vb)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

1 

1 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

mm 

mm 

_ 

Other  offences 

mm 

_ 

— 

- 

- 

.......  —.i,.-  ■—  •  ■  ■■■■  . . . 

Totals 

1 

i 

Nil 

-  i 

Nil 
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HOUSING 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year:- 

Houses 

( i)  By  the  Council •••••.•• . •  •  •  20 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities. •• •  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons... •  102 


Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(i)  (  a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
formally  or  informally  for  housing  defects 


(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)... .  116 

(b)  Number  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal, 

made  for  the  purpose .  3&1 


(c)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  (a)  above 

found  to  be  not  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  but  capable  of  being 
rendered  fit . . . .  99 

(2)  Dwelling-houses  existing  at  end  of  year  which  were 
unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not  capable  at 
reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit:-  90 


Plats 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  during  the  year :  - 


(a)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation.... .  8 

(b)  Number  of  persons  displaced . ••••••••••••••  Nil 

(c)  Number  of  families  displaced... . . .  Nil 
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Houses  NOT  included  in  Clearance  Areas 

(a)  Houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  formed,  or 


informal  procedure  under  Section  17(l) 

Housing  Act,  1957 . . .  3 

(b)  Number  of  persons  displaced* ••••..•••*.•• •  3 

( c)  Number  of  families  displaced.  . 2 

Unfit  iiouses  Closed*  ..erieuce.e.oe..  ..*.6..  Nil 


Repairs  during  the  year:~ 


(a)  Unfit  houses  rendered  fit  and  houses  in 

which  defects  were  remedied  as  a  result  of 
informal  action  by  the  local  authority.... 


Public  Health  Acxs  -  action  after  service 
of  f ormal  notice.  Plouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied; ~ 

(  i)  r>y  Owners  ®  o  ^  .t*.o.$.c®*c**fr*®.******^ 
(ii)  By  local  authority  in  default  of 


owners 


00000000009  0  0  0 


(c)  Housing  Act,  1957  (Sections  9  and  3.6)  - 
action  after  service  of  formal  notice 

(d)  Housing  Act,  1957  (Section  24) . * 


6l 


26 

1 

Nil 

Nil 


Unfit  houses  in  temporary  use  (Housing  Act,  1957):“ 


Number  of  houses  at  end  of  yea r  retained  for 
temporary  accommoda  tion  (Sections  48  s  17  (2), 

46) . . . . .  Nil 

Number  of  houses  at  end  of  year  licensed  for 
temporary  occupation  (Sections  34  or  53 )•••••••  Nil 


Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement 


Houses  in  Clearance  Areas,  other  than  those 
included  in  Confirmed  Clearance  Orders  or 
Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  pure lia.se d  during 
the  year... . .  Nil 

Housing  Act,  1949  and  Housing  (Financial  Provisions) 

Act,  1958  -  Improvement  C-rants,  etes- 

Action  during  the  year,  . . ••••••••  Nil 
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POOD 


The  number  of  milk  distributors  registered  at  the  31st 
December,  1961,  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations, 
1959 ,  was  58,  operating  * 

(a)  Dairies  in  the  district# . . .  6 

(b)  Shops  in  the  district  (other  than  dairies) .  52 

Details  of  the  ante-  and  post  mortem  inspection  of 
animals  slaughtered  for  human  consumption  are  given  in  the 
table  on  page  twenty- f  our  ^ 


The  Lancashire  County  Council  are  the  responsible 
authority  for  the  sampling  duties  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act 
of  1955 •  A  total  of  217  samples  was  obtained,  of  these  137 
were  of  milk  (this  total  includes  22  Channel  Islands  Milk) 
and  the  80  other  comprised; - 


2  Cooking  fat 
2  Borax  B.P. 

2  Penicillin  V  tablets  B.P. 
2  Camphorated  oil 
1  Dried,  mixed  herbs 
1  Bicarbonate  of  soda  B?Pe 
1  Tomato  puree 
1  Herbs,  dried,  culinary 
1  Mixed  pickling  spice 
1  Coffee 

1  Cake  mixture,  unsweetened 
1  Tomato  paste 
1  Sugar  tinted  crystals 

1  Corned  beef,  canned 

2  Boracic  acid  powder  B.P. 

5  Ice  Cream 

1  Castor  oil  B.P. 

1  Soup  cubes 
1  Horseraddish  sauce 

1  Chocolate  cake  covering 

2  Honey 
1  Sage 

1  Carrots 
1  Pastry  mix 


1  Vitamin  B  tablets,  3  gins# 

1  Sponge  pudding  mixture, 
sweetened 

1  Sponge  pudding  mixture 
3  Edible  cake  decorations 

2  Saccharin  tablets 
1  Pasteurised  cheese 

1  Penicillin  tablets  B.P# 

1  Stuffed  olives 
1  Compound  codeine  tablets  B.P. 

1  Parrish* s  chemical  food  B.P.C. 
1  Chocolate  cup 
1  Pickling  spice 

3  Fruit,  canned 

1  Coffee  extract,  dry 

1  Vegetables,  dehydrated 
3  Jam 

3  Pork  luncheon  meat,  canned 

2  Tea 

2  Arrowroot 
1  Daily  ice  cream 

1  Cooking  oil 

2  Sauce 

1  Cornflour 
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2  Self  raising  flour 
1  Ice  lollies 
1  Rice 

1  Whole  wheat  flour 
1  Potato  crisps,  onion  flavour 


1  Treacle  toffee 
1  Sweetened  sponge  mixture 

1  fritter  mixture 

2  Teething  powders 


The  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for 
analysis  and  with  the  exception  of  those  detailed  below  were 
reported  to  be  genuine 


Result  ol 


Action  Taken 

gs:*  -TT-Tsaa 


1  formal  Channel  Deficient  3*7  per  cent  fat 
Islands  milk 


Vendor  cautioned 
and  further 
sample  obtained. 


1  Pork  luncheon  Inside  of  can  badly  Importers  notified, 

meat  corroded  and  surface  of 

meat  discoloured  and 
heavily  contaminated  with 
iron  oxide,  probably  due 
to  faulty  can. 


1  Pork  luncheon  Meat  content  79  per  cent.  No  action  taken, 
meat  Slightly  low  in  meat 

c  ont  ent ,  o therwi s e 
genuine • 


1  Soup  cubes 


1  Jam 


Label  printed  in  two  Importers  communi- 

languages,  the  English  cated  with, 

portion  of  which  did  not 

include  a  declaration  of 

ingredients  or  the  net 

weight  of  the  food. 


Described  as  '’full  fruit  Manufacturers 
standard" „  There  is  only  communicated  with 
one  statutory  standard  for 
each  type  of  jam  in  the 
Pood  Standards  (Preserves) 

Order,  1933* 
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1  Informal  Mile 


1  School  Milk 


1  Informal  Milk 


Resull 


Contained  one  dead  housefly 
which  weighed  0.135  gramme. 
The  milk  had  been  properly 
pasteurised.  The  insect 
had  not  been  subjected  to 
heat  treatment  and  may, 
therefore,  have  gained  access 
to  the  milk  via  the  damaged 
bottle  neck.  No  glass  was 
present  in  the  milk. 

Contained  broken  glass. 


Sample  contained  4  parts 
per  100,000  of  foreign  matter 
consisting  of  dark  brovm/black 
pigment  with  red  pigment. 


Actijan  JTaken 

Dairy  cautioned 
about  the  use  of 
damaged  bottle. 


The  dairy  company 
was  prosecuted  in 
respect  of  this. 

At  the  Court  hearing 
the  company  was  fined 
£5.  and  ordered  to 
pay  £13.  19.  0d. 
costs. 

No  action  taken. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

30 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  Inspected, , 

- 

- 

- 

30 

- 

- 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  &  Cysticerci 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  wa.s  con¬ 
demned,  . . . . 

mm 

Nil 

mm 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci . . 

mm 

Tuberculosis  only: 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

mm 

_ 

_ 

_ 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned,  . ,,,,,,,, 

mm 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis . . 

Cysticercosis: 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con¬ 
demned.  ••••••••••••••••• 

Carcases  submitted  to 
treatment  by  refrigera¬ 
tion.  . . . 

Generalised  and  totally 
condemned.  . . . . . 

mm 

i 

1 

!  - 

- 

- rr  * 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Acute  Poliomyelitic 


The  following  table  gives  the  incidence  of  poliomyelitis 


since  1933:- 

■  .  — - 


1 — 

1 

* 

Year 

! 

Age 

- - ...  —  - - — - _ 

incidence  under 

1  year 

— — — - 

Over  1 

year 

...  -  -  

Total 

0-2 
mths  • 

3-5 

mths. 

6-8 

mths. 

9-11 

mths# 

1 

yr. 

2 

yrn0 

3 

yrs. 

4 

yrs# 

5 

yrs. 

6+ 

yrs. 

1933 

- 

mm 

- 

X 

- 

■ 

- 

- 

1934 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1935 

mm 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1936 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1937 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1938 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1939 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1940 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

!  - 

mm 

- 

- 

j 

1941 

- 

- 

- 

- 

'  - 

- 

- 

- 

1942 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1943 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1944 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1945 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1946 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

|  1947 

- 

- 

- 

- 

4 

3 

1 

- 

9 

;  17 

1948 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1949 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

mm 

- 

- 

7 

7 

1950 

mm 

- 

mm 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 

9 

1951 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

1 

1 

1952 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

1953 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

11 

1954 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1955 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

1956 

.. 

- 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

4 

1957 

“ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

4 

1958 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

1959 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

i960 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1961 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

- 

2 

| 

5 

11 

8 

3 

2 

37 

68 

25 


26 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS )  HOT  IF  IBID  EACH  MONTH  DURING-  1961 


Total 

lAiAOviACMCMOcot^-r^-avrA 
VO  -d-fA-tVQOVf'AfAN'V-tHCM 
H  CM 

p-coqcKi 

1  I  1  1  1  1  1  H  1  1  1  1 

STq.TXOAlIIOTXOcJ 

1  1  1  1  1  1  1  H  1  1  1  | 

^UTUOSTOcJ 

poo^ 

1  1  1  1  VO  rj  CM  CNJ  1  1  1  1 

H  I  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

JCOAG^ 

pToqdjCq.-GJrcj 

1  t  ii— ir —  evil  1  1  1  1  1 

■BTXGJL^X 

pej:odiGr\x 

I  t  1  H  1  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

iC>ioq.U0sAci 

r^cvicoqcqcMN^ovo-d-co  H 

H  HH  CMCM  f'O^IrHCM 

■GTUonmQuy; 

oq.noy 

H  -t  1  1  *  1  1  1  1  1  1  1 

JCQAO^ 

^.QXJlCOS 

1  cm  1  1  try  1  |  |  1  H  cm 

qSnoo 

StlTdoOIl^ 

I  ICMIHI  1  1  H  IA  1  1 

S0XSX?©yj 

Vor^OvHf^-CMlA-tl  1  1  1 

la  CM  CM  fA  CM  CM 

f— |  A  CM 

Month 

January 

February 

1 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

27 


TOTALS  801  |  7  ;  15  5  j  249  j  1  |  10  1  i  51  1  1  1140 
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A 
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1 
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CM 
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A 
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A 
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rH 

ON 
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1 

3 

3 

CO 

A 

& 

1 

H 

O 

CM 

1 

A 

CM 

A 

rH 

5 

VO 

1 

A 

H 

1 

CO 

A 

CO 

H 


3  H  3 


H  I  A  A  I  CO 


O 

A 


A 

CM 


I  CM  I 


LA  I  GA  H  H  1 
"3* 

CM 


H  H 
LA 


0 

W 

d 

0 

CO 

•H 

P 


> 

0 


PH  Ph 


-p 

0 

rH 

H 

O 


CO  EH 


hD  O 
2  0 

5  * 

fcO  -rl 

•9  I 

6  2 
o  5 

fi 

F" 


NA 

VO 

-4 


NA 

LA 

VD 


|  &  "I 

&  rcJ  .p  ; 

0O  3 

£  (2  £  3} 

1 


28 


29 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1961 


Age 

Periods 

r~-  •-  -  . ,  , 

NEW  CASES 

DE:> 

THS 

Respircitory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

1 

Respiratory 

j 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

M 



F 

M 

P 

M 

P 

. 

M 

P 

Under  5 

'  ,—  '1 

1 

years 

' 

5-14  yrs 

- 

- 

- 

m» 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15-24  " 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

25-44-  ” 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

- 

45-64  “ 

mm 

- 

- 

— 

- 

— 

- 

— 

65  and 

over 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

4 

3 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Totals 

7 

Nil 

1 

1 

Tuberculosis,  New  Cases  and  Mortality  -  1947-61 


NEW  CASES 

DEATHS 

• 

Respiratory 

• 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Re  spiratory 

Year 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

P 

M 

-  . 

P 

1947 

15 

5 

4 

7 

4 

4 

2 

1948 

17 

10 

3 

5 

3 

4 

1 

1949 

12 

12 

1 

6 

5 

6 

- 

1950 

13 

6 

- 

2 

6 

2 

- 

1951 

18 

8 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1 

— 

1952 

16 

5 

2 

1 

6 

2 

_ 

mm 

1953 

12 

12 

2 

3 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1954 

11 

7 

- 

4 

4 

1 

1 

- 

1955 

6 

5 

- 

1 

1 

_ 

— 

1956 

13 

6 

1 

- 

6 

1 

- 

- 

1957 

7 

5 

- 

1 

— 

- 

mm 

— 

1958 

9 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

1959 

4 

6 

1 

- 

1 

1 

mm 

I960 

4 

- 

_ 

1 

_ 

1961 

4 

3 

- 

.  -  -  - 

1 

- 

- 

1 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  3NS1ECT0R 
for  the 

YEAR  ENDING-  3 1ST  DECEMBER,  I96I. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Urmston. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

As  in  the  year*  i960  the  department's  greatest  tasks 
have  been  in  connection  with  the  operation  of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1956*  On  the  twenty-fourth  of  July  the  Council 
received  the  official  governmental  confirmation  of  Smoke 
Control  Orders  Nos*  1  and  2  covering  2,595  premises  in  the 
Flixton  area*  These  Orders  are  to  come  into  operation  on 
the  first  of  October,  1962* 

So  that  the  public  generally  could  be  made  fully 
aware  of  the  Council's  intentions  and  'those  residents 
immediately  concerned  have  the  opportunity  of  viewing  locally 
modem  methods  of  domestic  heating  of  all  types  under 
operational  conditions,  a  "Clean  Air  Exhibition"  was  staged 
by  the  department  in  the  Princess  Rooms  in  March.  This 
exhibition  proved  an  outstanding  success  and  undoubtedly  did 
much  to  clear  away  misapprehensions  in  the  minds  of  local 
ratepayers  and  generally  to  build  up  a  considerable  body  of 
public  opinion  favourably  disposed  to  this  new  field  in 
public  health  work* 

During  the  year  the  Health  Committee  considered  care¬ 
fully  a  new  approach  to  the  problem  of  domestic  refuse 
conservation  and  collection  in  which  the  much  abused 
ubiquitous  dustbin  would  be  replaced  by  an  expendable  paper 
sack.  After  examining  the  financial  and  other  aspects  of 
the  proposal  it  was  decided  to  delay  action  in  the  matter 
until  further  information  was  forthcoming  from  larger 
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authorities  at  present  experimenting  with  the  scheme*  In 
spite  of  labour  difficulties  the  work  of  the  cleansing 
section  has  been  well  maintained, 

I  should  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  for  the  help 
and  interest  accorded  to  me  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  staff  of  the  department  and  for  the  support  of  the 
Chairman  and  members  of  the  Health  Committee* 


I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 
WILLIAM  WOOD, 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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COMPLAINTS 


The  role  of  the  public  health  inspector  as  guide, 
philosopher  and  friend  to  a  large  proportion  of  the 
residents  of  any  urbanised  area  can  always  be  borne  out  by 
the  number  and  widely  differing  complaints  received  by  any 
sizable  health  office.  These  complaints  are  not, and 
never  have  been, an  index  of  level  of  efficiency  of  public 
health  administration  in  a  district,  but  rather  of  the  faith 
of  residents  -  and  we  hope  not  misplaced  -  in  our  present 
much  maligned  system  of  local  government.  The  number  and 
nature  of  complaints  received  are  set  out  in  the  following 
table,  and  whereas  most  have  been,  or  are  being  dealt  with, 
there  will  always  remain  those  matters  giving  rise  to 
X^eriodic  protest  which  are  an  integral  part  of  the  circum¬ 
stances  of  the  area,  i.e.  Trafford  Park,  the  Manchester  Ship 
CaneJL  and  one  of  the  largest  sewage  works  in  the  north. 
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r 

Nature  of  Complaint 

— 

Number 

Received 

— 

Confirmed 

Ac  cumulations 

29 

Animals,  Poultry,  etc. 

11 

6 

Atmospheric  Pollution 

(all  sources) 

34 

27 

Dirty  Premises 

1 

1 

Flooding 

7 

7 

Food 

7 

7 

Housing  defects 

79 

68 

Obstructed  drains 

122 

122 

Overcrowding 

3 

2 

Rats  and  mice 

277 

221 

Other  vermin 

128 

126 

Miscellaneous 

24 

13 

Total 

722 

620 

ABAM-mC  J^Ll^ISijNgSS 

Notices  served  during  the  year  comprised:  - 

Informal  Statutory 

143  53 

On  no  occasion  was  it  necessary  to  institute  legal 
proceedings. 
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INSPECTION  OP  THE  DISTRICT 


The  total  number  of  visits  made  by  the  Council fs 
Public  Health  Inspectors  for  all  purposes  is  set  out  below: 


Ac  cumulati  ons 

Animals  kept  as  to  be  a  nuisance,  etc. 
Council  Houses 
Caravans,  etc. 

Drainage  Work  (new  buildings) 

M  "  (existing  buildings) 

Dwellinghouses  -  re  Complaints 

re  Overcrowding 
re  Infectious  Disea.se 
re  Dirty  and  Verminous 
re  Housing  Acts 
re  Rent  Act 
re  Improvement  Grants 
Dairies,  Milk  Shops,  etc* 

Factories  (Mechanical.,  Non-Mechanical 
Outworkers*  Work  Places) 

Pood  Premises 

Flooding  of  cellars,  etc. 

Hairdressers 
Ice-Cream  Premises 

Interviews  with  Owners,  Contractors,  etc. 
Market,  Pairs,  etc. 

Mortuary 
Offensive  Trades 
Petroleum 

Public  Houses  and  Cinemas 

Public  Cleansing  -  Council  Refuse  Tip 

Council  Transport  (Refuse) 
Private  Tips 
Other  visits 

Public  Conveniences 
Rag  Flock 
Rodent  Control 
Sampling  Visits 
Ship  Canal 
Shops 

Slaughterhouse 

Smoke  Abatement  and  Atmospheric  Pollution 

Swimming  Bath 

Schools 

Special  Visits  -  Work  in  progress,  etc. 
Miscellaneous 


Smoke  Control  Areas  (includes  visits  by 

Technical  Officer) 

TOTAL 


64 

25 

4 

14 
220 
472 
724 

7 

974 

27 

88 

15 
29 

1 

142 

173 

6 

51 
19 

117 

22 

2 

3 

119 

1 

173 

84 

28 
71 

52 
11 
28 
58 

3 

46 

1 6 
210 

8 
3 

98 

338 
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HOUSING- 


The  limited  amount  of  recorded  housing  work  carried 
out  by  the  department  during  the  year  has  not  been  an  indication 
of  lethargy  on  the  part  of  the  staff,  but  rather  that  the 
general  standard  of  accommodation  throughout  the  area  is  high 
in  comparison  with  the  national  average. 

Although  in  the  older  parts  of  the  district  there 
remain  rows  of  somewhat  obsolescent  properties  not  really  of 
a  type  ideally  suited  to  this  day  and  age,  the  general 
condition  of  these  properties  is  not  such  as  would  justify 
their  wholesale  condemnation.  It  may  well  be  in  the  future 
that  national  standards  can  be  elevated  to  a  point  where  such 
property  could  economically  be  brought  within  large  improvement 
schemes  with  considerable  benefit  to  tenants  and  without 
placing  an  undue  financial,  burden  on  the  owners.  In 
furtherance  of  the  improvement  of  inadequate  housing  eleven 
applications  for  standard  grants  were  made  and  after 
investigation  eight  were  granted. 


No  new  clearance  area  was  represented  to  the  Council, 
but  report  was  made  by  officers  on  six  individual  unfit  houses. 
Eight  houses  in  clearance  areas  and  three  individual  unfit 
houses  were  demolished  and  two  families  rehoused.  Forty- 
seven  houses  await  demolition  following  formal  action  by  the 
department. 
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HOUSING-  DEFECTS  (Detailed  Analysis) 


Description 

Out¬ 

standing 

I960 

Recorded 

Remedied 

Out¬ 

standing 

1961 

Ceiling  Has  ter 

c 

3 

12 

11 

6 

Dampness 

3 

37 

30 

12 

Eavesgutters 

28 

39 

34 

13 

R.W.Pfs.  etc. 

Fireplaces, 

G-rates,  etc. 

6 

8 

12 

2 

Floors 

- 

4 

4 

- 

Roofs 

17 

43 

Ilf 

18 

Sinks,  Lavatory 

Basins,  etc. 

3 

10 

10 

3 

Walls  (pointing  etc,) 

7 

20 

22 

3 

Walls,  plaster 

7 

13 

17 

3 

W ,C , *  s  Soilpipes ,  etc « 

1 

9 

9 

1 

Windows 

40 

38 

31 

27 

Woodwork 

- 

3 

3 

- 

Yards,  Paths 

4 

7 

9 

2 

Miscellaneous 

2 

6 

7 

1 

Totals 

125 

1 

231 

CO 

CM 

93 
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The  foregoing  figures  do  not  include  defects  found  in 
dwellings  inspected  under  the  following  heads 

Rent  Act  1957 

Improvement  Grant  Applications 
Clearance  Areas 


KENT  ACT  1957 

Applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
1st  January  -  31st  December,  1961* 


1j  Number  of  applications  for  certificates . « . . .  4 

2)  Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates. . .  Nil 

3)  Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects .  3 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects . •••••••••• . .  1 

4)  Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords 3 

5)  Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  local  authority .  Nil 

6)  Number  of  certificates  issued.  ••••••••••  . . •.•••••••  1 

7)  Applications  for  cancellation  of  certificates  of 

disrepair. Nil 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Pood  and  Drugs  Act 

As  provisional  figures  indicate  that  the  population  of 
the  Urban  District  is  now  in  excess  of  forty- thousand,  powers 
under  the  above  Act  at  present  administered  by  the  Lancashire 
County  Council  will  in  the  future  be  transferred  and  the 
sampling  of  food  and  drugs  will  be  carried  out  locally.  This 
transference  may  be  influenced,  however,  by  the  attitude  of 
the  County  Council  to  the  change  and  to  the  impending  local 
government  re-organisation. 
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Pood  Hygiene  Regulations 


Taking  into  consideration  staff  shortages,  every  effort 
has  been  made  during  the  year  to  supervise  premises  and 
persons  associated  wdth  the  food  industry.  Many  improvements 
to  existing  food  shops  and  stores  have  been  carried  out  and, 
in  general,  relations  between  the  department  and  the  food 
trade  are  excellent. 


Pood  Preparation  and  Manufacture 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Urmston  Urban  District 
Council  Act,  1935  twenty-' three  premises  are  registered  for 
the  preparation,  preservation,  etc.  of  meat,  fish  or  other 
foods  intended  for  sale. 

In  one  establishment  registered  for  this  purpose,  an 
unfortunate  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  associated  with  the 
premises  came  to  light  during  the  year.  Some  forty-five 
people  were  affected  with  intestinal  trouble  following  the 
consumption  of  food  purchased  from  this  shop,  and  only  after 
considerable  investiga.tion  and  intensive  work  was  the  matter 
finally  resolved. 

Regular  inspections  continued  to  be  carried  out  at  a 
large  food  factory  in  the  area,  and  although  complaints  were 
received  by  the  department  from  residents  in  the  immediate 
area  of  the  factory,  these  protests  were  associated  largely 
with  natters  other  than  the  hygienic  preparation  of  food, 
i.e.,  noise  nuisance  and  transport  difficulties.  Every 
effort  was,  and  is  being  made  by  all  departments  of  the 
Council  to  eliminate  as  far  as  practicable  the  sources  of 
these  complaints. 

Additionally  to  the  production  of  many  varieties  of 
canned  and  packaged  foods,  the  preparation  of  which  requiring 
great  quantities  of  butchers*  meat,  this  firm  slaughtered  some 
800,000  broiler  chickens  and  3 ,000  turkeys  during  the  year. 

The  establishment  of  the  "broiler  industry"  in  the  district 
has  considerably  added  to  the  responsibilities  of  a  somewhat 
attenuated  inspectorial  staff. 
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The  following  figures  show  the  amount  of  meat  subjected 
to  inspection  by  the  department's  inspectors  prior  to 
processing 

, - - - — - 

Type  Quantity 

Beef: 


Hindquarters 

432 

Forequarters 

14,422 

Tons  Cwt. 

Qr . 

Lb 

Boneless  Beef 

1282  5 

2 

6 

Kidneys 

27  0 

1 

22 

Ox  Tails 

10 

0 

1 6 

Cold  Store,  Trafford  Park 

Supervision,  inspection  and  sampling  is  carried  out 
here  as  and  when  necessary.  During  the  year  a  consignment 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifty-two  tins  of  frozen  whole  egg  was 
sampled  and  found,  after  bacteriological  examination,  to  be 
satisfactory  and  free  from  harmful  organisms.  Because  of 
the  situation  of  Urmston  in  relation  to  the  Port  of  Manchester 
larger  quantities  of  imported  foodstuffs  are  held  in  store 
than  would  normally  be  the  case,  and  in  this  connection  a 
close  liaison  is  maintained  with  inspectors  of  the  Port 
Authority. 


Pood  Hawkers 

Under  the  provision  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and.  General  Powers)  Act,  1938,  twelve  hawkers 
of  food.stuffs  and  twelve  storage  premises  were  registered  with 
the  local  authority. 


Slaughtering  Facilities 

Home  killed  meat  distributed  throughout  the  area  was 
largely  produced  from  two  main  sources,  viz.,  the  Manchester 
Corporation  Abattoir,  Water  Street  and  the  Mode  Wheel  Abattoir, 
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Trafford  Park.  The  one  small  private  slaughterhouse 
licensed  in  the  district  was  used  only  very  occasionally  by 
the  owner  during  the  year,  but  the  premises  are  of  the 
standard  required  by  the  constructional  regulations. 

Inspection  and  Condemnation  of  Meat  and  Other  Poods 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  foodstuffs  which 
were  the  subject  of  voluntary  surrender  during  the  year. 

On  no  occasion  was  it  found  necessary  to  make  an 
official  seizure  of  foodstuffs  exposed  for  sale. 


Quantities 
Tons  Cwt.  Qr. 


Lb. 


Bar;  on 
Beef 

Boiled  Ham 

Butter 

Cheese 

Coconut  Mallows 
Cinnamon 
Margarine 
Pork  Sausage 
Roast  Pork 
Roast  Beef 

Skinless  Beef  Sausage 


3  1  25 


1  14 

3  9 

1  15 


10 

1  20j 


7 


1  1  19 

20 

1  3 


7 


2  20 
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Quantitie 

s 

Tins 

Jars 

' 

Bottles 

Pkts. 

Number 

Barley  Water 

- 

- 

7 

mm 

- 

Chicken 

3 

- 

- 

mm 

- 

Coffee 

37 

- 

- 

- 

Concentrated  Orange 

Juice 

14 

_ 

_ 

— 

Custard  Powder 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

Fruit 

268 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

Fish 

61 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Horlicks 

mm 

12 

- 

- 

- 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

7 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Lemon  Crystals 

- 

- 

23 

- 

Meat 

215 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Milk 

33 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Minster  Mallows 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

1080 

Miscellaneous 

150 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Mallow  Creams 

- 

- 

- 

mm 

10 

Mint 

- 

8 

- 

- 

- 

Pickles 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Rice  Kri spies 

- 

- 

- 

33 

- 

Sauce 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Self  Raising  Flour 

- 

- 

- 

7 

mm 

Sponge  Mix 

- 

- 

- 

4 

- 

Shredded  Wheat 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

Syrup 

15 

- 

mm 

- 

- 

Soup 

65 

mm 

- 

- 

- 

Vegetables 

122 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Totals 

990 

- -JL 

25 

8 

78 

1090 

Pood  Premises 


There  are  356  food  premises  in  the  area  comprising  the 


f  ollowing :  - 

General  Grocers  and  Provision  Dealers  91 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  (including  those 

selling  wet  fish,  game,  etc*)  34 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry, 

game,  etc*)  2 

Meat  Shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and 

preserved  meats,  tripe,  etc.)  34 

Bakers  and/or  Confectioners  22 

Fried  Fish  Shops  1 6 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery, 

minerals,  ice-cream,  etc.  41 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens, 
restaurants,  cafes,  snack  bars  and 
similar  catering  establishments  86 

Others  30 


The  number  of  food  premises  registered  are  as  under:- 


Type  of 

Business 

Legislation  under  which 
registration  effected 

Number  at 
31.12.61. 

Manufacturer  or 
dealer  in  ice-cream 

Urmston  U.D.C.Act  1935 
Section  89 

110 

Fish  Fryer 

Urmston  U.D.C. Act  1935 

16 

Manufacturer  of 
sausages  and  cooked 
meats 

Urmston  U.D.C.Act  1935 
Section  87 

23 

Food  Hawkers 

Lancashire  County  Council 
(Rivers  Board  and  General 
Powers)  Act  1938 

Section  115 

12 

Milk  Control 


Again  it  must  be  reported  that  since  the  concentration 
of  distribution  into  fewer  hands  more  trouble  is  being 
experienced  in  connection  with  the  delivery  of  milk  in  dirty 
bottles.  Whether  labour  troubles  are  the  root  cause  or  a 
les3  effective  supervision  at  the  dairies  is  conjectural, 
nevertheless  more  members  of  the  public  have  doomed  it 
necessary  to  complain  to  the  department.  In  cases  of  milk 
bottled  outside  the  area  and  where  a  prosecution  was  con¬ 
sidered  desirable  the  legal  departments  of  the  authorities 
concerned  experienced  some  difficulty  in  resolving  the 
point  as  to  just  who  should  initiate  proceedings  under  the 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations.  1 

The  major  sampling  of  milk  supplies  is  carried  out  by 
officers  of  the  Lancashire  County  Council  but  the  results  of 
the  examination  of  a  small  number  of  samples  taken  by  the 
department  is  as  under : - 


BIOLOGICAL 

(t.b.) 

METHYLENE 

BLUE 

i 

PHOSPHATASE 

TURBIDITY 

No. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

No. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

No. 

Sat . 

Unsat. 

No. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Nil 

4 

4 

4 

4 

2 

2 

- 

Ice-cream 

The  following  tabular  statement  shows  the  number  of 
samples  of  ice-cream  obtained  and  submitted  for  examination 
with  the  provisional  grading:- 


NUMBER  OP 
SAMPLES 

METHYLENE  BLUE 

PROVISIONAL  GRADE 

i 

2 

5 

4 

20 

16 

2 

1 

1 

Done  stic 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 


On  the  twenty- fourth  of  July  the  Council  were  informed 
that  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  had  confirmed 
the  two  draft  Orders  to  be  known  as  Smoke  Control  Orders  1  and 
2*  These  two  Orders  which  cover  a  considerable  area  of  the 
westerly  side  of  Flixton  are  to  operate  as  from  the  first  of 
October,  1962, 

Since  the  date  of  confirmation  the  sto.ff  concerned  with 
this  work  has  been  working  under  very  considerable  pressure, 
transmitting  information  to  owners  and  occupiers,  receiving 
and  checking  proposals,  interviewing  and  advising  applicants 
for  grant  and  inspecting  works  of  adaptation  and  agreeing 
final  accounts *  Whether  or  not  the  whole  of  the  modifications 
necessary  can  in  fact  be  carried  out  before  the  operative  date 
is  open  to  some  doubt  if  only  because  of  the  limited  capacity 
of  the  building  labour  force  in  the  district,  but  so  far  as 
the  department  is  concerned  every  possible  effort  is  being 
made  to  meet  this  deadline* 

The  intensive  publicity  which  was  given  to  the  Council’s 
proposals  during  the  year  culminated  in  the  Clean  Air  Exhibition 
on  the  twenty-first  March  and  during  the  five  days  it  was  open 
it  was  estimated,  that  not  less  than  four  thousand  people  pa.ssed 
through  the  doors  of  the  Ffincess  Rooms,  Every  type  of  modern 
domestic  space  heating  was  on  view,  many  under  actual 
operational  conditions.  There  is  no  doubt  whatsoever  that 
this  latter  effort  served  to  allay  many  doubts  and  fears  being 
expressed  by  local  ratepayers,  generally  stimulated  interest 
and  in  many  cases  enthusiasm  for  the  idea  of  smoke  control* 

Set  out  below  is  the  basic  information  relating  to  the 
first  two  Orders 


Area  No.l 

Area  No. 2 

Number  of  industrial  premises 

2 

4 

Number  of  commercial  premises 

18 

54 

Number  of  dwellings 

913 

1598 

Number  of  other  premises 

Nil 

6 

Approximate  acreage 

174 

228 
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Because  of  many  factors  and  uncertainties,  future  proposals 
must  of  necessity  be  very  flexible,  and  will  be  subject  to 
such  alteration  and  amendment  as  time  and  experience  show  to 
be  necessary. 

Subject  to  these  considerations  it  is  proposed  to 
submit  the  following  plan  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government :- 


- -  -- - - ■— - —  —  - 

Estimated  number  of  premises, 
and  acreage  of  land  to  be 

Premises 

Dwellings 

Aores 

covered  by  Orders  to  be  made 
during: 

1962 . 

1051 

1003 

482 

1963 . 

1103 

1064 

2+02 

1964 . 

12+01 

1350 

375 

1965 . 

I664 

1609 

2f2? 

1966 . 

1436 

1219 

222 

6655 

6245 

1908 

Pinal  Objective  -  total  numbers 
intended  ultimately  to  be  covered 

by  1978 . 

15166 

14119 

3944 

The  Joint  Standing  Conference  of  Local  Authorities  on 
Air  Pollution  (area  South  West  from  Manchester)  continued  in 
being  and  the  parent  body  and  sub-committees  met  and  consider¬ 
ed,  and  where  possible  found  solutions  to  the  many  varied  and 
difficult  problems  associated  with  this  work, 

Equipment  for  the  detection  and  measurement  of 
atmospheric  pollution  was  maintained  in  the  district  in 
collaboration  with  the  Conference,  and  during  the  year  the 
Council  decided  that  recording  instruments  in  the  industrial 
zone  should  be  supplemented  -  the  cost  being  borne  by  the 
Urban  District, 


Industrial 


The  drive  made  by  the  department  to  initiate  and  later 
intensify  smoke  control  work  on  the  domestic  side,  had  its 
repercussions  on  work  in  the  Trafford  Park  area.  It  is 
undoubtedly  a  cause  for  some  concern  .that  one  of  the  most 
complex  and  highly  industrialised  areas  in  the  country  lacked 
something  in  supervision  because  of  very  real  staffing 
difficulties  in  the  Public  Health  department. 

In  spite  of  this,  however,  a  visit  was  made  to  every 
firm  in  the  district  possessing  steam  raising  plant  and 
advice  given  to  managements  as  to  those  works  necessary  to 
implement  and  give  effect  to  the  full  requirements  of  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956.  At  the  same  time  an  effort  was  made 
to  induce  those  concerned  to  introduce  without  delay  smoke 
density  measuring  and  recording  equipment,  and  it  is 
pleasurable  to  report  that  factory  owners  and  staff  generally 
were  conscious  of  the  problem  and  that  every  effort  is  being 
made  to  meet  the  department’s  suggestions. 

Again  close  co-operation  was  maintained  with  Her 
Majesty’s  Inspector  of  Alkali  as  many  of  the  problems  in 
the  Trafford  Park  area  were  associated  with  the  chemical  or 
allied  industry.  The  control  of  emissions  from  these  works 
required  a  highly  specialised  technical  knowledge  which  the 
average  local  public  health  inspector  seldom  possesses,  and 
the  department  was  grateful  on  many  occasions  for  the  help 
afforded  by  the  local  inspector. 

Pifty  smoke  observations  were  recorded  during  the 

period. 


Prior  Approval  of  Furnaces 

Seven  applications  were  received  during  the  year  from 
persons  or  companies  seeking  approval  to  install  or  modify 
boiler  plant  of  a  capacity  in  excess  of  55,000  b.t.u.'s  per 
hour.  After  consideration  the  Council  gave  its  approval  to 
all  the  proposals. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Again  there  has  “been  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
number  of  visits  recorded  by  inspectors  in  this  connection 
and  intestinal  disorders  appear  to  be  the  major  reason  for 
this.  More  often  than  not  each  notified  case  requires  a.  - 
number  of  visits  from  a  member  of  the  department’s  staff 
in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  specimens  for  laboratory 
test. 


HffiVENTIQN  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT ,  1949 

A  slight  decrease  in  the  number  of  properties  inspected 
was  noted  but  treatments  were  comparable  with  I960  and  again 
showed  a  decrease  in  major  infestations.  Industrial  and 
business  premises  formed  the  bulk  of  minor  rat  and  mice 
infestations  but  there  was  a  decrease  in  dwellings  affected. 

The  practice  of  regularly  inspecting  land  and 
premises  continued,  together  with  routine  sewer  treatments. 
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Type  of  Property 

Dwell— 

. 

mg 

Houses 

All  other. 

( including 
business  & 
industrial) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in 
Local  Authority* s  district 

14125 

1300 

16 

15441 

Number  of  properties 
inspected,  . . 

154 

274 

, 

16 

444 

Number  of  infestations 

RATS  ,  -  Major . . . . . 

— 

Nil 

6 

5 

11 

Minor . . 

47 

70 

5 

122 

MICE,  -  Major... . 

Nil 

3 

Nil 

3 

Minor ............. 

15 

54 

Nil 

69 

"Number  of  infested 
properties  treated  by 

Local  Authority. . 

62 

133 

10 

205 

Poisons  used  -  Zinc  Phosphide . .  8  lh 

Warfarin, . . .  17-glb  • 


Bait  used  -  Sausage  Rusk,,,, .  5  cwt. 

Pine  Oatmeal . . ••••  3  cwt • 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

Little  or  no  disinfection  was  necessary  in  the  period 
under  review  and  the  time  spent  on  this  work  was  nominal. 

The  rodent  operator  who  also  carries  out  disinfestations 
was  kept  Busy  with  a  wide  variety  of  complaints  as  ratepayers 
became  aware  of  a  service  which  is  free  and  readily  available. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  matters  dealt  with:- 


Ants... . •  31 

Bees  and  Wasps. • • •  26 

Bugs .  2 

Cockroaches. •••••«  43 

Crickets . .  4 

Earwigs... . .  2 


Total 


Fleas . .  4 

Flour  Mites. •  1 

Mosquitoes.........  1 

Silverfish.........  5 

Spider  Beetle. .  2 


121 


MORTUART 

The  small  mortuary  maintained  by  the  Council  appears 
to  be  largely  redundant  apart  from  emergencies.  The  premises 
at  Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme ,  being  modern  and  convenient  are 
preferred  to  the  somewhat  isolated  building  in  Council  owner¬ 
ship. 


SHOPS  ACT ,  1930 

Orders  in  force  in  the  Urban  District  are:- 

Urmston  (Fish,  Fruit  and  Vegetables)  Shops 
V/eekly  Half-Holiday  Order,  1939* 

Urmston  Shops  Partial  Exemption  Order,  1938* 

The  County  of  Lancaster  Weekly  (Half-Holiday) 
Closing  Order,  1937* 

Urban  District  of  Urmston  Closing  Order  No.l. 

Complaints  and  infringements  have  been  few  in  number 
ats,  in  general,  shopkeepers  seem  to  be  conforming  with  the 
general  trend  and  moving  towards  a  shorter  working  week. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


A  small  undertaking  causing  a  continual  headache  would 
aptly  describe  the  service  of  providing  conveniences  for  the 
use  of  the  public*  Probably  the  percentage  of  people  mis¬ 
using  this  accommodation  is  extremely  low,  but  the  total 
damage  caused  by  this  small  minority  in  the  course  of  a  year 
is  heartbreaking,  and  one  had  cause  to  reflect  on  the  wisdom 
of  advocating  a  policy  aimed  at  removing  such  small  barriers 
as  there  be  against  the  wanton  destruction  of  public  property. 

The  total  number  of  conveniences  was  increased  by  the 
opening  of  new  premises  in  the  Trafford  Park  area  in  May,  and 
it  is  hoped  that  a  small  unsatisfactory  building  outside  the 
main  gates  of  Park  Hospital,  Davyhulme,  will  shortly  be 
replaced  with  more  modern  facilities  on  a  site  set  back  from 
the  highway • 

Conveniences  serving  the  area  are  as  follows:- 


Situation 

- - — — — 

Males 

Females 

.........  .  -• 

Station  Road 

2  W.C.s 

6  Urinals 

3  W.C.s 

Davyhulme  Circle 

2  " 

3 

ti 

3  " 

Moorside  Road 

1  " 

1 

t» 

2  " 

Church  Road 

2  " 

2 

it 

3  " 

Flixton  Village 

1  » 

3 

it 

2  " 

Woodsend  Park 

1  " 

3 

n 

2  "  i 

Mosley  Road 

(Trafford  Park) 

1  " 

3 

it 

2  " 

1 

1 

Tenax  Road 

(Trafford  Park) 

1  " 

3 

n 

1  " 
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MARINE  STORES  DEALERS 


Section  86  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  (Amen£3ment)  Act, 
1907  has  been  adopted  by  the  Council  and  the  following 


dealers  are  registered: - 

Marine  Store  Dealers . .  2 

Dealer  in  Old  Metal. •••• .  2 


RAG-  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING-  MATI^IALS  ACT,  1951 

Under  the  above  Act,  samples  obtained  during  the  year 
were  as  follows 


1  Grey  Millpuff 
1  Woollen  Flock 

On  examination  these  were  found  to  comply  with  the 
requirements  of  the  Act, 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

In  addition  to  the  regular  sampling  of  the  plunge 
throughout  the  bathing  season  the  department  has,  in 
co-operation  with  the  Baths  Superintendent,  sought  on  a 
number  of  occasions  the  advice  of  the  County  Analyst,  Dr* 
Walker,  in  an  endeavour  to  maintain  and  improve  the  chemical 
condition  of  the  water  in  the  pool. 


Under  the  provisions  of  this  Act  the  Council  approved 
the  issue  of  eighty  licences  covering  857*152  gallons  of 
petroleum  or  petroleum  derivatives,  together  with  three 
licences  in  respect  of  the  keeping  of  9*022  tons  of  calcium 
carbide , 
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The  operation  of  this  Act  brings  many  problems  in  its 
train,  particularly  is  this  the  case  in  Urmston  where  large 
quantities  of  petroleum  are  handled  and  stored,  most  of  the 
major  oil  companies  having  premises  within  the  district*  In 
these  circumstances  it  was  obviously  necessary  to  maintain 
at  all  times  a  close  liaison  with  the  Lancashire  County  Fire 
Service,  and  the  department  was  considerably  indebted  to  the 
fire  officers  concerned  for  the  help  and  invaluable  advice 
always  so  willingly  given# 

In  general,  the  Council* s  regulations  based  on  the 
Home  Office  Code  were  closely  adhered  to  and,  as  one  would 
expect,  firms  of  reputation  who  understand  the  nature  and 
hazards  of  the  materials  they  handle  are  only  too  anxious  to 
take  all  reasonable  steps  to  prevent  any  untoward  happening# 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING- 
Collection  of  household  refuse 

It  would  appear  that  the  public  in  general  are  requiring 
a  more  regular  service  in  the  collection  of  household  wastes 
than  was  thought  either  practicable  or  necessary  in  the  past 
few  years#  Whilst  most  officers  in  charge  of  public  cleansing 
are  just  as  appreciative  of  this  point  of  view  as  the  people 
they  serve,  it  has  to  be  recognised  that  accelerated 
collections  invariably  mean  increased  costs,  and  as  the 
cleansing  service  is  one  of  the  most  expensive  undertakings 
operated  by  any  local  authority,  a  just  balance  must  be  struck 
between  the  ideal  and  the  practical. 

There  has  been  a  steady  increase  in  the  number  of  work¬ 
men  employed  in  this  section  over  the  past  few  years,  twenty- 
five  ashbinmen  and  seven  drivers  are  now  nominally  on  the 
department  roll,  although  it  is  only  at  infrequent  intervals 
that  a  complete  rota  can  be  mustered.  It  is  estimated  that 
the  loss  in  working  time  for  one  reason  or  another  was 
equivalent  to  6.93  of  total  available  manhours#  Replacements 
for  men  engaged  on  this  work  are  impossible  at  short  notice,  if 
at  all,  and  in  consequence  a  much  greater  burden  is  placed  on 
those  remaining.  It  is  unfortunate  that  these  latter  men. 
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who  are  usually  those  of  the  more  reliable  type,  become  the 
target  for  complaint  by  householders  who  do  not  always 
comprehend  the  difficulties  of  the  situation. 

Refuse  Disposal 

Refuse  disposed  of  increased  during  the  year  by  some 
3,700  tons  to  23,330  tons,  an  estimated  figure  derived  from 
periodic  test  weighings#  Income  from  the  deposit  of  trade 
wastes  for  which  five  shillings  per  load  is  charged  increased 
from  £788.  to  £1,114# 

Tipping  in  the  old  Mersey  loop  commenced  during  the 
year,  and  here  the  expanding  tonnage  of  the  districts 
refuse  was  disposed  of.  This  increase  applied  particularly 
to  trade  wastes  which,  considered  in  relation  with  a  new 
policy  recently  adopted  by  the  Health  Committee,  i.e.  the 
construction  of  a  stadium,  ma.de  it  unlikely  that  tipping 
space  will  be  available  at  this  point  for  the  period 
anticipated  -  ten  to  fifteen  years.  There  is,  however, 
ample  low  lying  land  in  the  ownership  of  the  Council,  quite 
sufficient  to  allay  any  anxiety  on  this  account. 

Largely  because  of  the  increase  of  waste  materials 
to  be  disposed  of, the  small  (Tipmaster)  bulldozer  purchased 
four  years  ago  at  a  cost  of  £1,836  is  proving  too  small  for 
the  work  it  is  called  upon  to  do.  Working  under  continual 
stress,  breakdowns  tend  to  be  too  frequent  and  repair  bills 
excessive.  Two  men  are  engaged  on  this  work,  both  capable 
of  driving  the  bulld.ozer. 


Gully  Emptying 

Nine  thousand,  four  hundred  and  ninety- three  gullies 
were  cleansed  twice  during  the  year  and  where  necessary  at 
more  frequent  intervals. 

Because  of  more  complaints  of  flooding,  increases  in 
the  number  of  gullies  to  be  dealt  with,  and  fairly  constant 
private  calls  made  by  industry  on  the  Council’s  present 
machine,  it  was  decided  during  the  year  that  a  second  gully 


-  54  - 


emptier  be  purchased  to  supplement  the  existing  vehicle  and 
thereby  give  a  more  effective  and  continuous  service.  This 
work  calls  for  the  employment  of  one  driver  and  mate,  labour 
which  must  be  duplicated  when  a  further  machine  is  obtained. 


Dustbin  Replacement  Scheme 

During  the  period  under  review  nine  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  defective  dustbins  were  replaced  by  a  receptacle  of 
B.S.S.  quality.  The  average  cost  of  an  individual  unit  was 
£2.  0,  Od.  and  a  total  annual  expenditure  of  £1,877*  0*  0d. 
equivalent  to  .523  of  a  penny  rate. 

Over  the  past  eleven  years  that  the  scheme  has  been 
operating  eleven  thousand  and  fifty-seven  householders  have 
been  provided  with  new  dustbins  and  the  improvement  in 
conditions  on  the  cleansing  rounds  has  been  appreciated  both 
by  the  public  and  workmen  alike. 


Departmental  Transport 

Motor  transport  operated  by  this  department  is  as 

under:  - 

One  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  Side-loader... ••••••  •  •  1946 

One  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  Side-loader . . . 1949 

One  Dennis  10  cubic  yards  Side-loader. •  1951 

One  Austin  Luton- type  Van. . . . ••••••••...  1953 

One  Dennis  G-ully  Emptier,  1,000  gallons.........  1955 

One  S.D.  16  cubic  yards  Fore  &  Aft  Rear-loader,.  1957 

One  S.D.  16  cubic  yards  Fore  &  Aft  Rear-loader.,  1959 

One  S.D.  16  cubic  yards  Fore  &  Aft  Rear-loader,,  i960 

One  S.D.  16  cubic  yards  Fore  &  Aft  Rear-loader..  196l(Dec.) 

One  Ford  Luton  type  Van . . . 196l(Sept.) 
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SALVAGE 


The  re-organisation  of  the  Council's  salvage  under¬ 
talcing  slowly  proceeded  during  the  year.  There  were  many 
frustrating  delays  and  annoyances,  and  because  of  serious 
hold-ups  in  building  operations  it  was  completely  impossible 
to  put  the  plant  into  operation  in  August  as  was  anticipated. 
All  the  calculations  as  to  income  and  expenditure  proved 
completely  abortive,  and  in  light  of  present  market  trends 
the  delay  may  prove  to  be  more  than  embarrassing  in  the 
short  term. 

The  new  Luton  type  van  specially  designed  to  the 
department's  specification  was  delivered  in  September  and 
has  proved  an  admirable  addition  to  the  present  fleet. 
However,  the  full  benefit  of  this  new  vehicle  cannot  be 
felt  until  the  major  plant  work  is  completed  as  it  is  at 
present  impossible  to  bale  the  total  potential  inflow  of 
paper  even  if  collected. 

Salvage  receipts  from  all  sources  during  the  period 
totalled  £4,490,  0.  Od.  an  increase  of  £56>5*  0.  Od, 

Pour  men  are  engaged  in  baling  the  waste  paper  and 
two  drivers  on  the  collection. 


REFUSE  CC3LLECTXQM  1961-62 
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